RADIATION   A N D   ABSORPTION.
If these remarks and the preceding discussion offer any useful views, if they tend to throw light upon an important class of phenomena, if they suggest any clear ideas upon the method of motion of invisible and subtle fluids which manifest their existence by such diverse appearances : finally, if these conceptions naturally connect themselves with other theories, either already proven, or rendered probable, concerning the varioug effects of these subtle fluids (such as the phenomena of evaporation, of electricity and of magnetism), is it not the requital of investigating the general theory upon which all these special explanations depend ? This theory (I refer to that of M. le Sage of Geneva, upon the nature of discrete fluids) merits the further attention of physicists, since it depends, itself, upon another principle, more general, which lias also as a proof of its reliability, the clear and satisfactory explanation of very striking and very general phenomena, absolutely inexplicable without it.
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Ithe interstices of solid particles, the heat may or may not recover all the velocity which properly belongs to it, according as these cavities or interstices are or are not sufficiently spacious. When it recovers only a portion of its velocity, it becomes in part insensible or latent. When it can recover only a very little of it or none at all, it yields to the affinities of the particles which surround it and combines in a thousand ways.
